
 
 

 
 
Synopsis 
 
The story of Jean Caux, also known as Cataline, a French 
pioneer who tried his luck during the gold rush of 1858. 
Following several failed attempts at finding gold, he 
discovers that the transportation of merchandise is where 
the gold really is. And so begins his career as a packer, 
which spans over half a century and has him and his pack 
train of mules criss-crossing British Columbia, Canada. His 
exploits earned him the admiration of all, from the British 
colonists to the Chinese and Native packers he worked 
with. 
 
This fascinating documentary introduces viewers to an 
adventurer for whom the good life was rugged trails, the 
wilderness and nights spent sleeping under the stars. 
Viewers also meet the people who tell his story and who, in 
spite of the years, have kept the memory of Cataline alive. 
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Sylvie Peltier is a writer, producer, director and the 
president of Red Letter Films, a Vancouver-based 
company producing mainly documentaries in both French 
and English.  Her success includes a nomination for “Best 
Short Film” at New York Festivals (LouLou: Prisonnière de 
ses Passions), honorable mention for a Chris Award in 
2004 (The Legend of Cataline) and a selection to 
showcase at Hot Docs 2003 (Eyes of the Heart).   She has 
been calling Vancouver home since 1987. 
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