
 
 

 
 

 
 
Synopsis: 
 
In June 2006, eleven musicians from Vancouver joined the 
twenty-seven members of the gamelan Çudamani in the small 
village of Pengekosan, center Bali, and prepared for a 
performance of a new work by Canadian Michael Tenzer, 
composer and ethnomusicologist. For a month, they had to adjust 
to a totally new physical and cultural environment, meet certain 
social and protocol obligations, and perform music in a way that 
had never been attempted. 
 
Bali by Heart explores much more than music. It is also a behind-
the-scenes documentary with stories of friendship formed, 
hardship surmounted, and a moving testimony of how Balinese 
have understood that their culture is their most precious survival 
tool.   
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Director Bio: 
 
Sylvia L’Écuyer has worked as a producer, host and interviewer 
on all CBC French and English Radio and Television networks 
since 1985.  She has hosted and produced local and national 
shows in all departments: Morning show host – Live Events - 
Culture and Variety Shows – Public Affairs (including Elections 
specials) – Newscasts – Concerts – Documentaries.  From 1996 
to 1999, she was Head of Music for the French networks. Parallel 
to her broadcast activities, she maintains an academic career, 
lecturing in Musicology at UBC and holding a post of Adjunct 
Professor at Université de Montréal. Some of her audio-visual 
production have been recognized including Miroir dans un miroir 
:a ten-hour radio documentary on the history of music on the radio 
(CBC Best musical radio production, 2000), and Berlioz - Dix 
portraits pour un bicentenaire : a twenty-hour radio documentary 
on the composer (commissioned by the Radios Publiques 
Francophones and broadcast in France, Belgium, Switzerland and 
Canada, 2003).  
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